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The writer is a biographer of the economic philosopher and constructive worker, J C Kumarappa
and is currently working on a thematic history of Gandhi’s Sevagram years. He is associate
professor at the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru

Gandhi has always had his share of admirers and detractors. Many of a leftist persuasion have
seen him as a bourgeoisie representative who mobilised the masses, only to neutralise their
inherent revolutionary potential.

Amongst left-leaning historians, David Hardiman’s engagement with Gandhi is rather unique. A
founding figure of the once influential Subaltern school, Hardiman has been an important
historian of modern India with a specialisation in the social history of Gujarat. His account of the
Kheda satyagraha and its aftermath (Peasant Nationalists of Gujarat: Kheda District 1917-34,
published in 1981) was rich in empirical detail but was also shaped by leftist shibboleths against
Gandhian nationalism. Over the decades since, Hardiman has engaged in a reassessment of
his views on the significance of revolutionary violence as a means of political transformation,
and specifically on the role and significance of Gandhian non-violence in India’s struggle for
freedom. This ability to question one’s own certitudes is an altogether rare trait, especially
amongst intellectuals. Hence, one must seriously reckon with his current project of examining
Indian nationalism through the lens of non-violent resistance.

In a recent article (‘A different way to fight’, IE, November 20), Hardiman sheds light on the
efficacy of non-violent resistance in political transformation. He also states, in passing, that
Gandhian constructive workers helped “people in their everyday needs”, thereby gaining “the
sympathy of the masses”. He further argues that “it requires long years of patient organisation in
constructive work that gains mass sympathy for a cause — the protest comes only as a
culmination”. Such a characterisation might lead the reader to believe that the primary objective
of constructive work was to gain mass sympathy, only to be deployed towards the anti-colonial
project. Indeed, both the British rulers and many Congressmen often saw it as a mere tool for
furthering the politics of the Congress. However, we get a very different picture if we move
beyond the 1920s and examine the evolution of Gandhi’s own thinking and activities in the
1930s.

Throughout his public life in India (1915-48), Gandhi devoted his energies to both the political
campaign for India’s freedom as well as a range of socio-economic interventions that were
clubbed under the rubric of constructive work. Such activities included communal harmony, the
removal of untouchability, sanitation, khadi, village industries and basic education or Nai Talim.
While much scholarly attention has focussed on Gandhi as a political leader, relatively little
research has been carried out towards understanding constructive work. Even the little attention
devoted to khadi is primarily owing to its symbolic significance in the political struggle against the
Raj.

Subsequent to the Poona Pact, in 1933-34, Gandhi undertook a countrywide campaign against
untouchability. His experiences and thinking in that period deeply informed the shape of
constructive work in the 1930s. First, during his travels Gandhi witnessed the severe distress
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across agrarian India that was subjected to the economic consequences of the Great
Depression. Second, sharp political differences had emerged between Gandhi and the
Congress leadership. Third, Gandhi was influenced by the unhappy experience of running khadi
activities under the umbrella of the Congress in the 1920s.

Gandhi’s conception of poorna swaraj or complete independence went beyond the removal of
colonialism. He argued that it encompassed political, social and economic freedoms, indeed
“freedom in every sense of the term”.

Throughout the 1930s, Gandhi was concerned with the quality of freedom to be obtained in a
future free India. In a context where ordinary citizens had limited education, skills and resources,
the challenge of economic justice demanded that the masses be able to participate as
meaningful actors in the economy of the country. It is this demand of justice that lead him to
devote his attention to the needs of the village. Here, we may note that he saw the dominance of
the urban economy over the rural countryside as a form of “organised violence”.

Hence, in order to devote himself to addressing the economic needs of rural India, Gandhi
resigned from the Congress in 1934, founded the All-India Village Industries Association (AIVIA)
and eventually moved to Sevagram. Crucially, Gandhi mandated that the AIVIA be run
“unaffected by and independent of the political activities of the Congress”. Moreover, its workers
had to sign a pledge refraining from any form of political activity. These measures were
designed to carve out an autonomous sphere for constructive work, specifically to unyoke it from
an increasingly disinterested Congress. By no means were they designed to eventually dovetail
the fruits of constructive work into future political mass mobilisations.

It is also in the 1930s that Gandhi introduced his radical approach of Nai Talim that sought to
make elementary education accessible, affordable and meaningful to all children. Finally, we
may note that in December 1941, with the political crisis on the boil, Gandhi penned a pamphlet
on how to achieve “complete independence through truthful and non-violent means”. That
pamphlet was not a political tract, but was titled ‘Constructive Programme: Its Meaning and
Place’. In an atmosphere suffused with the potential for violence, Gandhi become increasingly
convinced of the efficacy and urgency of constructive work.

While Gandhi met with lesser success in his constructive work compared with his political
campaigns, he saw them as an indivisible whole. Arguably, constructive work can be thought of
as a different mode of politics. In any event, an independent India rejected his economic model
that placed the individual and the agrarian economy at the centre and instead took to industrial
modernity. But the questions that Gandhi sought to address through constructive work are very
much alive today. While the country has witness high growth rates in recent decades, both
urban and rural India are plagued by the problems of social and economic inequality and
injustice as well as the challenges posed by a multitude of environmental crises. Much like his
approach to non-violent politics, Gandhi’s thinking on constructive work also offers useful
contemporary lessons to those willing to listen and heed.

The writer is a biographer of the economic philosopher and constructive worker, J C Kumarappa
and is currently working on a thematic history of Gandhi’s Sevagram years. He is associate
professor at the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru
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THE DOSSIER ON ‘MONUMENTS FORTS OF DECCAN
SULTANATE’ HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO UNESCO FOR
2019-20 INITIATIVE: DR. MAHESH SHARMA

Relevant for: History & Culture | Topic: Promotion and Preservation of Culture Incl. UNESCO

Ministry of Culture

The dossier on ‘Monuments Forts of Deccan Sultanate’ has
been submitted to UNESCO for 2019-20 initiative: Dr.
Mahesh Sharma

Posted On: 17 DEC 2018 5:28PM by PIB Delhi

At present, India has 42 sites listed under tentative list which is pre-requisite condition for
inscription as World Heritage Sites. In this year, ‘The Walled city of Jaipur’ is under process for
nomination of World Heritage Site. The dossier on ‘Monuments Forts of Deccan Sultanate’ has
been submitted to UNESCO for 2019-20 initiative.

Augmentation of sites on the World Heritage List/Tentative List is a continuous process and
sites are selected on the basis of their potential for fulfilling criteria under Operational
Guidelines and demonstration of Outstanding Universal Value.

At present, India has 37 World Heritage Sites as follows:

WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN INDIA

CULTURAL SITES: 

Under Protection of Archaeological Survey of India

S.
No
 

Name of Site
State
 

Agra Fort (1983) Uttar Pradesh

Ajanta Caves (1983) Maharashtra

Ellora Caves (1983) Maharashtra

Taj Mahal (1983) Uttar Pradesh

Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram (1984) Tamil Nadu

Sun Temple, Konarak (1984) Odisha

Churches and Convents of Goa (1986) Goa

Fatehpur Sikri (1986) Uttar Pradesh

Group of Monuments at Hampi (1986) Karnataka

Khajuraho, Group of Temples (1986) Madhya Pradesh

Elephanta Caves ( 1987) Maharashtra
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Great Living Chola Temples at Thanjavur,
Gangaikondacholapuram and Darasuram (1987 &
2004)

Tamil Nadu

Group of Monuments at Pattadakal (1987) Karnataka

Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi (1989) Madhya Pradesh

Humayun’s  Tomb, Delhi (1993) Delhi

Qutb Minar and its Monuments, Delhi (1993) Delhi

Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka (2003) Madhya Pradesh

Champaner-Pavagarh Archaeological Park (2004) Gujarat

Red Fort Complex, Delhi (2007) Delhi

Hill Forts of Rajasthan
 (Chittaurgarh, Kumbhalgarh, Jaisalmer and
Ranthambhore, Amber and Gagron Forts)      (2013)
(Amber and Gagron Forts are under protection of
Rajasthan State Archaeology and Museums)

Rajasthan

Rani-ki-Vav (The Queen’s Stepwell) at Patan (2014) Gujarat

Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara (Nalanda
University) at Nalanda (2016)

Bihar

 

 

Under Protection of Ministry of Railways

23.
Mountain Railways of India (
Darjeeling,1999), Nilgiri (2005), Kalka-
Shimla(2008)

West Bengal,  Tamil Nadu,
Himachal Pradesh

24.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly
Victoria Terminus) (2004)

Maharashtra

 

 

Under Protection of Bodhgaya Temple Management Committee

 25
Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh
Gaya, (2002)

Bihar

 

 

Under Protection of Rajasthan State Archaeology and
Museums                                                                                               
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26. The Jantar Mantar, Jaipur (2010) Rajasthan

 

Under Protection of Chandigarh Administration

27.
The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier,
an Outstanding Contribution to the
Modern Movement (2016)

Chandigarh

 

Under Protection of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation

28. Historic City of Ahmedabad  (2017) Gujarat

 

 

Under Protection of Bombay Municipal Corporation

29.
Victorian and Art Deco Ensemble of
Mumbai (2018)

Govt of Maharashtra

 

 

NATURAL SITES:

 

Under Protection of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Changes

30.  Kaziranga National Park (1985) Assam

31. Keoladeo National Park (1985) Rajasthan

32. Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (1985) Assam

33. Sunderbans National Park (1987) West Bengal

34.
Nanda Devi  and Valley of Flowers
National Parks (1988, 2005)

Uttarakhand

35. Western Ghats (2012)
Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra,Tamil
Nadu

36 Great Himalayan National Park (2014) Himachal Pradesh

 

 



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

MIXED SITE:

 

Under Protection of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Changes

37. Khangchendzonga National Park (2016)
Sikkim
 

 

All the world heritage sites are well protected and in good shape. All these sites are being
conserved as per conservation policy under AMASR act.

The above information was given by Minister of State (independent charge) for Culture and
Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate change Dr. Mahesh Sharma, in reply to an
Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha today.
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10 MONUMENTS ADOPTED UNDER THE ‘ADOPT A
HERITAGE’ PROJECT

Relevant for: History & Culture | Topic: Promotion and Preservation of Culture Incl. UNESCO

Ministry of Culture

10 monuments adopted under the ‘Adopt A Heritage’
project

Posted On: 17 DEC 2018 5:08PM by PIB Delhi

The ‘Adopt A Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan’, scheme launched on 27th

September, 2017 is a collaborative effort by Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Culture
and Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), State/UTs Governments and envisages
development and maintenance of tourist amenities at heritage sites and making them
tourist friendly, to enhance tourism potential and cultural importance in a planned and
phased manner. The project primarily focuses on providing basic amenities that
include cleanliness, public conveniences, safe drinking water, ease of access for
tourists, signages, illumination, Wi-fi etc.

No fund is given by Ministry of Tourism. The Project envisages involvement of
Private/Public Companies / Organizations and Individuals to adopt Monuments,
Natural Heritage Sites and other Tourist Sites in the country, primarily under CSR.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed specifies installation of one
signage at the monument indicating that monument has been adopted by respective
firm/organization.

Providing basic facilities/amenities (e.g. drinking water, toilet blocks, facilities for
physically challenged, pathways, cultural notice boards/signage, vehicle parking,
cloak rooms, etc.) to tourists visiting centrally protected monuments and sites are the
regular activities which the Archaeological Survey of India undertakes.  Improvement
and upgradation of these public facilities/amenities is a continuous process. Basic
public facilities are available at all World Heritage Sites and ASI’s ticketed
monuments, as also at majority of those protected monuments that are visited by a
large numbers of tourists. Further, Archaeological Survey of India has identified 100
monuments as “Adarsh Smarak” for upgradation of existing facilities/amenities like
Wi-Fi, cafeteria, interpretation centre, brail signage, modern toilets etc. on the basis of
actual requirement and feasibility on case to case basis.

 

LIST OF MONUMENTS/SITES IDENTIFIED AND ADOPTED BY COMPANIES
(MONUMENT-WISE, COMPANY-WISE AND STATE-WISE) UNDER THE ADOPT A
HERITAGE: APNI DHAROHAR, APNI PEHCHAAN, PROJECT
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Sl.No.
Agency/Monument
Mitras

Sl.No. Name of Monument State

1. Dalmia Bharat Ltd.
1. Red Fort Delhi

 

2. Gandikota Fort Andhra Pradesh
 

2.

Adventure Tour
O p e r a t o r s
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
India

3.
A r e a  s u r r o u n d i n g
Gangotri Temple and Trail
to Gaumukh

Uttrakhand

4.
Mt. Stok Kangri Trek,
Lakakh
 

J a m m u  a n d
Kashmir
 

3.
A p e e j a y  P a r k
Hotels
 

5. Jantar Mantar Delhi

4.
Bliss Inns
(V-Resorts)
 

6. Surajkund Haryana

5. Yatra Online

7. Qutub Minar Delhi
8. Ajanta Caves Maharashtra
9. Leh Palace, Leh Jammu & Kashmir

10.
Hampi (Hazara Rama
Temple)

Karnataka

 

 

The above information was given by Minister of State (independent charge) for
Culture and Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate change, Dr.
Mahesh Sharma, in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha today.
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PROJECT ‘MAUSAM’ EXTENDED UP TO 2020 WITH THE
PRE-APPROVED FUND OF RS 60,039,297: DR. MAHESH
SHARMA

Relevant for: History & Culture | Topic: Promotion and Preservation of Culture Incl. UNESCO

Ministry of Culture

Project ‘Mausam’ extended up to 2020 with the pre-
approved fund of Rs 60,039,297: Dr. Mahesh Sharma

Posted On: 17 DEC 2018 5:07PM by PIB Delhi

Project ‘Mausam’ is the initiative of Ministry of Culture to be implemented by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) as the nodal agency with research support of the
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) and National Museum as
associate bodies. This project aims to explore the multi-faceted Indian Ocean ‘world’
– collating archaeological and historical research in order to document the diversity of
cultural, commercial and religious interactions in the Indian Ocean. The main
objective of the project is to inscribe places and sites identified under Project Mausam
as trans-national nomination for inscription on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.

The details of achievement made so far are as follows:-

A publication titled Mausam: Maritime cultural landscapes across the Indian
Ocean; edited by Prof. Himanshu Prabha Ray

i.

 Ninteen lectures were held on various themes related to project Mausam- which
could now be taken up for publication

ii.

An exhibition on “Africans in India: A rediscovery” in the IGNCA (October-
November, 2014)

iii.

One day Conference on “Africans in India: A rediscovery” in the IGNCA on 15-
10-2014

iv.

National conference on the theme “Cultural landscapes and maritime trade
routes of India” under project Mausam was organised by ASI and Kerala Tourism
on 17-19 November, 2014 at Kochi, Kerala- in which the IGNCA also participated

v.

Exhibition on “Unearthing  Pattanam: Histories, Cultures and Crossings” at
National Museum ( 28-11-2014)

vi.

Conference on “the making of the Indian Subcontinent: Indian ocean
perspective” at National Museum (7-8 January, 2015)

vii.

An international conference on “Maritime routes and cultural landscapes” was
held by ASI and the IGNCA on 16-02-2016 at Kancheri Caves, Mumbai.

viii.

Symposium on “Maritime culture of India and its potential” on 28-01-2017ix.

Conference on Maritime Traditions of the Indian and Pacific Oceans at Kochi,
Kerala (22-24 March, 2018)

x.
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Brainstorming session for creation of a database of Coastal sites on 18-06-2018
in the IGNCA at New Delhi.

xi.

Director, World Heritage visited Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam 18 to 25
March, 2016 to explore possibilities of collaboration under Project Mausam.

xii.

Indian Mission in these countries have been requested to identify appropriate
authority / expert / resource person for dialogue. Seminar and academics have
been taken in IGNCA.

xiii.

SFC primarily approved a fund allocation of Rs 15,244,5021/- for the period of 2015-
17, out of which Rs. 42,08,341/- has been utilized. Further, the duration of the project
has been extended up to 2020 with the pre-approved fund of Rs 60,039,297/-.

List of 39 Indian Ocean countries identified under Project Mausam:

1 Bahrain

2 Bangladesh

3 Cambodia

4 China

5 Comoros

6 Egypt

7 Eritrea

8 Réunion, French Department

9 Indonesia

10 Iraq

11 Iran (Islamic Republic)

12 Jordan

13 Kuwait

14 Kenya

15 Lebanon

16 Madagascar

17 Malaysia

18 Maldives

19 Mauritius

20 Mozambique

21 Myanmar

22 Oman

23 Pakistan

24 Philippines

25 Qatar
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26 Singapore

27 Sri Lanka

28 Saudi Arabia

29 Seychelles

30 Somalia

31 South Africa

32 Sudan

33 Syrian Arab Republic

34 United Republic of Tanzania

35 Thailand

36 Turkey

37 United Arab Emirates

38 Viet Nam

39 Yemen

 

 

 

The above information was given by Minister of State (independent charge) for
Culture and Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate change Dr.
Mahesh Sharma, in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Lok Sabha today.
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FIFTEEN DESTINATIONS IDENTIFIED FOR
DEVELOPMENT UNDER THE RAMAYANA CIRCUIT;

Relevant for: History & Culture | Topic: Promotion and Preservation of Culture Incl. UNESCO

Ministry of Tourism

Fifteen destinations identified for development under the
Ramayana Circuit;

Two projects worth over Rs. 150 Crores sanctioned in the
last two years under the Circuit:  Shri K. J. Alphons

Posted On: 17 DEC 2018 4:51PM by PIB Delhi

Ramayana Circuit is one of the fifteen thematic circuits identified for development under
the Swadesh Darshan scheme of Ministry of Tourism. The Ministry has initially identified
fifteen destinations for development under the Ramayana Circuit theme namely
Ayodhya, Nandigram, Shringverpur & Chitrakoot (Uttar Pradesh), Sitamarhi, Buxar &
Darbhanga (Bihar), Chitrakoot (Madhya Pradesh), Mahendragiri (Odisha), Jagdalpur
(Chattisgarh), Nashik & Nagpur (Maharashtra), Bhadrachalam (Telangana), Hampi
(Karnataka) and Rameshwaram (Tamil Nadu).

 

The details of projects sanctioned under the Ramayana Circuit theme of Swadesh
Darshan during the last two years are as below:

 

Sl. No. Name of the Project and Year
Amount Sanctioned

(Rs. in Crore)

1.
Development of Ayodhya under Ramayana Circuit theme in Uttar
Pradesh (2017-18)

133.31

2.
Development of Wayside Amenities in Buddhist Circuit and
Ramayana Circuit: Varanasi-Gaya; Lucknow-Ayodhya- Lucknow;
Gorakhpur-Kushinagar; Kushinagar-Gaya- Kushinagar (2018-19)

18.10

 

For the state of Chhattisgarh, the Ministry has sanctioned the project for Development of
Tribal Tourism Circuit in Jashpur- Kunkuri- Mainpat- Ambikapur- Maheshpur -Ratanpur-
Kurdar-Sarodadadar- Gangrel- Kondagaon– Nathiya Nawagaon- Jagdalpur- Chitrakoot-
Tirthgarh in the year 2015-16 with a total sanction amount of Rs.99.21 crore.
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Submission of project proposals by the State Governments/Union Territory (UT)
Administrations under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme is a continuous process. The
projects for development under the scheme are identified in consultation with the State
Governments/UT Administrations and are sanctioned subject to availability of funds,
submission of suitable detailed project reports, adherence to scheme guidelines and
utilization of funds released earlier.

 

This information was given by Shri K. J. Alphons, Union Minister of State (I/C) for
Tourism in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.
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